 VCA Forum

 Tuesday 1st November 2011.

  Living Rooms Inverbervie

Organisations present:   Befriend a Child, CVS, NESCU, Grace Ministries, Carr Gomm.

1 . Carole introduced VSA and welcomed all.  Introduction made .

2. VCA update:  YVA discussed explained it as a shire wide project.  Looking to promote this in primary schools but also within any organisations that work with the younger volunteers not yet serviced by MV.

JM  shared his involvement with schools as collection points and was keen to take this award forward where possible.  Liz has had some interest in the coastal area and will speak with JM to take this forward.

.
MV. To be updated in April 2012 and will become Saltaire Award.  Living Rooms asked if this was able to be reviewed retrospectively to include a young volunteer who has achieved his 200hrs MV award.  They would like to promote this young person and put him forward for the Ambassador Award if possible.

Over 25’s.  JM informed us that Angus have an annual dinner awards evening to acknowledge exceptional volunteers.  Winners are voted on.

ESV;   All asked to forward details of opportunities to VCA, if able to take on more people.  JM said they used this system at one of the collection points.

Andy suggested contacting Michelle Higgins at Aberdeen Uni as good contact for a quick response and access to a good number of casual volunteers.

3. Carr Gomm.  Highlighted the project.  One year pilot working to support individuals recovery from drug and alcohol addition in the community.  A befriending/ mentoring  service.  They need to raise awareness of this project in the south of the shire.  Both referrals and mentors’ required.

4.VFA:   Full explanation given.  Follow up with individuals needed to identify those who might be interested.

5. Data base.  All asked to update VCA with any changes within their organisations so that the data base is current.

6. Networking/ AOCB  .  People would like to meet together again with a chance to exchange good practice and to share information on a local level..

Meeting ended 12.30pm.  No date for next forum set , tbc.

