Notes from the Volunteer Co-ordinators Forum

Dawson Court, Turriff

31 March 2011

It was agreed by all present it would be good for a list of names and contact details of those attending to be circulated with the minutes.

Attendees:
Organisation:
Email:

Anne Bissett
Aberdeenshire Council 

– Harlaw Centre
Anne.bissett@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

Edith MacDonald
VCA Central
Edith.macdonald@vcaberdeenshire.org.uk 

Gail Thorburn
Turriff Citizens Advice Bureau
Gail.thorburn@turriffcab.casonline.org.uk

Jean Pryde
Companions
Jean.pryde@mhaberdeen.org.uk

Jeanette Corbett
CASA
Jeanette@casaaberdeenshire.co.uk

Kerri Fowlie
VCA  North
Kerri.fowlie@vcaberdeenshire.org.uk

Kirsty Williams
NESS
Kirsty.williams@nesensoryservices.org

Lorna Barenburg
HomeStart NEA
Lorna@home-startnea.org.uk

Maureen Stephen
Bridge CVS
Maureen@bridgecvs.org.uk

Kerri opened with an icebreaker, followed by introductions all around.  On the back of this, Anne Bissett, from the Harlaw Centre, told the group about the Pitscurry Project and invited them to visit.  Some of the attendees felt the project might benefit their own client group.

Edith gave an overview of the VCA, office locations and staff members covering different geographical areas.  She then explained about a pilot initiative in Kincardine and Mearns and funding streams that VCA had to ease young volunteers into volunteering roles.

There was good discussion of each agenda item, beginning with much interest expressed in having a local volunteer fair to highlight the variety of volunteering opportunities in and around Turriff.  It was noted that National Volunteers Week is 1-7 June and that this year is the European Year of the Volunteer.  Events in other areas were mentioned, but everyone agreed that they wanted something local in order to recruit more volunteers. 

Edith gave an overview of the Volunteer Friendly Award and how it could benefit Volunteer involving Organisations.  Attendees were invited to register for this award as the VCA is now licensed to deliver and assess groups.  There was a lot of interest in taking this up which will be followed up.

Maureen Stephen, from Bridge CVS, then gave an informal talk on how best to pursue funding, giving strategies and tips to have the best chance of success.  Her relaxed method meant that everyone could jump in with questions at any point, and again, a good discussion was had.

It came time to wrap up the meeting and evaluation forms were passed out for the attendees.  The results are as follows: 

Did the forum meet your expectations?  Unanimous ‘yes’!
Which aspect of the meeting did you find most useful and why?  networking, informative and a good way to understand who does what and the VCA’s resources, learning about the Volunteer Friendly Award, Maureen’s taster on Funding.

Which aspect did you find the least useful and why? Not all attendees play a direct role in finding funding, but it was interesting to hear about it.

Was the venue suitable? Unanimous ‘yes’!

Do you have any suggestions for improving future meetings? Ask each attendee to give a thumbnail sketch of their organisation, ‘more of the same’, email out to us to add to the agenda*.  [* I believe that the invitations include a section for agenda suggestions]

Preferred location for next forum? Any (x3), Banff(x1),  Dawson Court- Turriff(x1), Huntly(x1).

Any subjects you would like to see covered at future forums? Shared training, awarding volunteers, the new PVG / Disclosure Scotland forms, more chat & CAKE!

*FOLLOW-UP*

With regard Volunteer week (1-7 June), VCA has secured a booking for Turriff’s Royal British Legion from 2-4pm on Saturday, 4 June.  As per discussion, our aim will be to promote volunteering to the local community, offering local volunteer involving organisations the chance promote themselves to locals coming through the doors for a ‘fly cup’.  Details and formal invitations to follow, please come forward with any suggestions by return.

And Finally…

A big thank you to Edith for providing details of her car valeter! 

