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	Now that 2011 is well and truly underway we thought it was time to get up-to- date with you all.  We know that you're probably getting lots of e-bulletins and information, so our plan for 2011 is to issue a quarterly update for volunteer involving organisations (VIOs), as well as to volunteers who have asked to be kept up-to-date about new opportunities and the work of Volunteer Centre Aberdeenshire (VCA).  If there is anything specific you would like to see included in this bulletin, please let us know - our email addresses are at the foot of this bulletin.   If you're a volunteer the 'volunteer section' follows the 'organisation section'. 

Organisation Section

Can you help? - ProjectScotland works in partnership with organisations to provide valuable volunteer placements for young people.  ProjectScotland is Scotland’s Youth national volunteering organisation and they enable young people to change their lives through volunteering. They have a number of strong partner organisations that they work with across Scotland and are always looking to create new relationships to ensure that they can offer young people a variety of volunteer roles to get involved in across Scotland. 

They are very keen to create more opportunities in Aberdeenshire as there are a number of young people looking for something new to do.   The Scottish Government estimated that 1000 young people aged 16 -18 left school in Scotland in the summer of 2010 with no defined destinations. ProjectScotland have been tasked to find 500 volunteer placements for this untapped group and to make use of their valuable contribution. 

So what are they looking for? 

· Structured and developmental learning opportunities for 16-18 year old school leavers 

· The opportunities will be designed to be full time (20 hours per week) for a period of 3 months. 

· They will consider most types of placements whether it be sport, arts, environment, education or health based, but it must be rewarding, fun and designed to help a young person from the local area. 

Over 85% of organisations who have taken on ProjectScotland volunteers reported an increase in the capacity and quality of their service as a direct result.  Your organisation could be a fantastic way for young people to develop new skills and experimental learning. 

What support is there for the young person?
· All volunteers will be eligible to apply for EMA (Education Maintenance Allowance - £30) 

· ProjectScotland will provide travel expenses up to £12 

· A mentor will be offered to provide guidance and encourage volunteers to meet their personal goals 

Skills Development Scotland (SDS) 

· Young people will be referred through SDS and directed to apply online through our summer leavers website on www.projectscotland.co.uk 

· Young people can apply directly, but we do need to know that they are not actively doing anything since leaving school 

As with all government funding streams there are guidelines to adhere to, and one of them is finding all these placements by March 2011.  So time is of the essence, but as long as they are in place by March, ProjectScotland can support the young person through until June.
If your organisation already has young people volunteering with you, are they able to access any financial support or mentoring support?  This is something that ProjectScotland might be able to help with. 

Do you currently have the capacity to include ProjectScotland volunteers in Aberdeenshire? Do you have any local projects/services where they could get involved?  If you are interested, or would like more information, please contact Danielle Moore, Projects Development Manager on (w) 0131 226 0773 (m) 07799 334955 or e-mail Danielle.moore@projectscotland.co.uk
Young Scot Awards - Nominations for the Sunday Mail Young Scot Awards 2011, in association with The Co-operative Foundation, are now open and you have until Fri 18 March to nominate.  There are various categories under which a young person can be nominated, including volunteering.
Volunteers Week/EYV 2011 - As most of you will know, Volunteers week runs from 1-7 June every year and is a national celebration of the work volunteers do.  This year however, it is also the European Year of Volunteering (EYV) and celebrations will be taking place across the UK and Europe.
VCA are hoping to host an event in Central Aberdeenshire to celebrate both volunteers week and EYV and would like to invite organisations to participate by booking a stand for a small admin fee.  Thereafter the organisation can highlight their particular charity, give practical demonstrations, fundraise by selling homebakes and/or recruit volunteers.  This event will be dependent on the number of organisations who wish to take part, so please register your interest via the Central VCA office as soon as possible.
If you would like help or advice about holding events for volunteers week, or have already planned your own celebration, please let us know so we can share the information via our website.  For more general information about Volunteers Week, and to order publicity material, please visit the official website.
Volunteer Friendly Award - Is your organisation volunteer friendly?  This award is a simple, user friendly quality standard (based on Investing in Volunteers) which supports, recognises and rewards organisations who are good at involving volunteers.  Volunteer Centre Aberdeenshire is now licensed to offer this award and to assess local organisations on the criteria to be met prior to achieving the award.  To find out more, or to register your interest, please e-mail us or visit the Volunteer Friendly website.
Volunteer Co-ordinators Forum - The next forums will take place as follows:

24 March – Woodend Barn, Banchory

29 March – New Hope Trust, Peterhead

31 March – Dawson Court, Turriff

A formal invitation will be sent to organisations shortly, but the meetings will feature updates on previous meetings, and any items you wish to include.  For more information about the forums, or to read notes of previous meetings, please visit the Forum page on our website.
VCA Website - Remember to visit our website so that you can access a variety of information about the work VCA carries out, for example:-

· Golden Opportunity – looking for volunteers, or just looking to raise the profile of your organisation?  We aim to include information on the front page of our website, and in the local press every 2-3 months – but we need your input to do this!

· MV Award – information for organisations and volunteers
· Online Event Registration - If you are planning to hold a fundraising event or fair this summer, and likely to need volunteers to make it a success – then please visit the online registration section of our website.  Just enter the details of your event and the details of the volunteers required, and we will ensure your event appears on both the event page on our website, and also the Volunteer Scotland website so potential volunteers can find out about it 24 hours a day.
Funding Opportunities
The Jubilee People’s Millions - The Big Lottery Fund and ITV will be helping to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012. They are looking for new projects that will improve local places and the lives of people in your community.

The Henry Moore Foundation supports a wide variety of projects through its grants programme. There are six categories of funding: New projects; Collections; Research & Development; Fellowship for Artists; Conferences, Lectures, Publications; Post-Doctoral Research Fellowships.
The WG Charitable Foundation supports the provision of care for older people, principally with capital projects but also innovative schemes for ongoing care
The NPower Energy Trust helps people take control of their finances and reduce the burden of their debts. It does this by awarding grants to individuals and charitable organisations and money advice agencies.
Swimathon Foundation - The Foundation is offering grants of between £300 and £2,500 to swimming pools, community organisations and charities who can demonstrate how funding will allow them to help more people participate in and enjoy swimming, and to make swimming more accessible. The first round of applications closes on 21 March 2011.
Barclays Community Finance Fund supports organisations that promote access to affordable credit to people who may otherwise access high cost or illegal loans. Priority is given to helping people on low incomes and living in areas where the need for affordable credit can be demonstrated. Applicants must first be nominated via one of various routes. Deadline for applications is 25th March 11.
The Tesco Charity Trust Community Awards Scheme provides one-off donations of between £500 and £4,000 towards providing practical benefits, such as equipment and resources for projects that directly benefit children, the elderly, and adults and children with disabilities, living in the local communities around Tesco stores in the UK.
The John Watson Trust awards educational grants to under 21 year olds who are in a situation of disadvantage and/or have additional support needs. Grants have previously awarded for dance; drama; sports classes; special equipment; educational trips/expenses; music/art therapy; and a wide range of other activities. Preference for the Lothians but grants are awarded Scotland wide.
The British Gas Energy Trust  are available to help individuals meet arrears of energy charges and other household costs; and to help voluntary sector organisations provide money and debt advice services - with a particular emphasis on fuel poverty. 
The Trusthouse Charitable Foundation supports projects in the UK that address issues in rural communities and/or areas of urban deprivation. Within these two main headings, priority is given to helping established projects that work in the fields of Community Support; Arts, Education & Heritage; Disability & Health Care.
Heritage Lottery Fund - Parks for People invites applications from Local Authorities as well as not-for-profit organisations that own public parks and gardens for the regeneration of parks and public gardens (including squares, walks and promenades). To be considered for funding, applicants need to show that the community values the park as part of their heritage; the park meets local social, economic and environmental needs; and the park management actively involves local people.  Deadline for applications is 28 February and 31 August 2011.
Volunteers Section

Are you aged 16-25?  Have you registered for the MV Award?  If not, you are missing out on the opportunity to have the hours you have volunteered recognised toward a 50, 100 or 200 hour certificate.  These certificates are endorsed by the Scottish Government, and are a positive recognition of volunteers and their achievements which can be added to your CV.  For more information, contact your nearest VCA office or visit the MV section on our website.

Training - A new training course entitled ‘Skills Plus – Skills Fit for Volunteering’ is being piloted in the North to help those volunteering, thinking about volunteering or those who co-ordinate volunteers to develop their confidence and core skills to allow them to become effective and efficient in their role.  To find out more about this course, please contact Keith Anderson, Volunteer Development Officer on 07969 603595 or e-mail keith.anderson@vcaberdeenshire.org.uk
Support to get to your volunteering opportunity - if you are 16 or 17 years old and trying to find a volunteering opportunity, please contact your local VCA office as we have additional support available to help.  We also have extra help available if you're over 17 especially when you're just getting started.

New volunteering opportunities - EventScotland and Volunteer Development Scotland (VDS) recently announced the launch of Event Team Scotland, a new online database to connect volunteers and events across Scotland.

Event Team Scotland will provide volunteers with varying levels of experience the opportunity to participate in sporting, cultural and charity events taking place across Scotland.  For event organisers, the volunteering database will provide a bank of potential volunteers in local areas, regionally and across Scotland who can provide general or more specialist event support.

Shona Robison, Minister for Public Health said, "Volunteers will play a crucial role in the success of 2014. But we would encourage people to volunteer and be active in their local communities now which will give them valuable experience for applying as a volunteer at major events such as the Commonwealth Games in the future. This database provides an ideal platform for matching the skills of volunteers with the needs of major event organisers and will help leave a real legacy for volunteering across all of Scotland."

If you do not wish to continue receiving these bulletins please contact us – details below.
	 

	VCA Contacts

North - Fraserburgh

01346 585328 or north@vcaberdeenshire.org.uk
Central - Inverurie

01467 626060 or central@vcaberdeenshire.org.uk
South - Banchory

01330 825794 or south@vcaberdeenshire.org.uk
Or visit our Website at: www.vcaberdeenshire.org.uk
	 


